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Main Questions Related to Internationalisation of Clusters 

� Why do clusters intend to co-operate internationally?

� Who is responsible for the internationalisation activities within a 
cluster? 

� What are the main barriers?

� Which strategies are dominating for 
transnational co-operations?

� Which factors are dominating the ability of 
clusters to co-operation transnationally?

� What are the most appropriate tools for
support actions?
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Targeted Clusters

In order to get a better understanding of the needs and the dominating
influencing factors

� 91 different clusters have been 
interviewed

� from 10 different countries 
� gathering 32.000 companies,

R&D institutions, universities, etc.
� Representing about 2,5 Mio. 

employees
� Being interested in transnational

co-operations 
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Why do Clusters Intend to Co-operate Internationally?

Source: 89 clusters
replied, up to two answers 
allowed

Figures in %
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Source: 89 clusters replied, only one 
answer allowed

Who is Responsible for the Activities related to 
Internationalisation within a Cluster?
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What are the Main Barriers for Internationalisation?

Source: 84 clusters
replied, multiple answers 
allowed

Figures in %
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Which strategies are dominating for intercluster co-operations?

Source: 85 clusters
replied, multiple answers 
allowed

Figures in %

Only 10 % of the Only 10 % of the 
interviewed clusters interviewed clusters 
have specific plans orhave specific plans or

strategies available how tostrategies available how to
internationaliseinternationalise
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Mikro / Nano / Opto

Energy / Environment

ICT

Production / Processes

not internationalised                                           highly internationalised

Indicator / benchmark for current status of internationalisation

MobiltyMobilty oror Life Life 
Science Science clustersclusters
tendtend to to bebe moremore

international international 
orientedoriented thanthan

othersothers
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* In accordance with Markusen, 
Ann (1996), Economic
Geography, Vol. 72, No. 3
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*

Clusters operating in 
the field of Micro / 

Nano / Opto

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Bottom-up Cluster

Political Clusters

Hub-and-Spoke Clusters

not internationalised                                           highly internationalised

Indicator / benchmark for current status of internationalisation
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How to support clusters on their way to operate internationally?

� Clusters very much differ due to many reasons

� Cluster do often not have a clear strategy or plan how to
internationalise

� Clusters need tailor-made support taking their history, field of operation, 
overall strategy, aims and current status of internationalisation into account

� Before starting any supporting actions clusters need a clear strategy, 

� No tool for tailor-made support are needed and currently under preparation

� Internationalisation Strategy Dialogue

� International Benchmarking Tools

� Research Profiles 

� Transnational calls for clusters

� Cluster Networking Visits

� Joint working groups

� Mutual bridge heads

� etc…
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